MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer-
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, California 90012

At its meeting held September 12, 2006, the Board took the following action:

4
The following statement was entered into the record for Supervisors Yaroslavsky
and Knabe:

“Beach water quality is a significant public health issue in Los Angeles
County which is being addressed at many levels of government through
Federal, State and Local laws. One of these laws, the Federal Clean
Water Act, was amended by Congress in 2000 to require the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to conduct studies
on the human health effects of pathogens in coastal recreational waters
and to develop new water quality criteria published by October 10, 2005.
Neither of these deadlines has been met.

“The National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) recently filed a
lawsuit against the EPA to obtain a court order requiring the EPA to
complete the studies and publish the required water quality criteria. The
success of this lawsuit could have a substantial impact on the quality of
the waters at County beaches and could provide significant assistance to
the County and the Flood Control District in their efforts to protect the
health of beachgoers and comply with the Clean Water Act. The County
and Flood Control District are currently required to comply with
State-developed water quality criteria for bacteria at County beaches.
These standards have been in place for many years. An updated set of
EPA-developed water quality criteria may better define the type and level
of human pathogens that must be addressed in order to reduce health
risks. In addition, the EPA studies could identify more effective indicators
for detecting these pathogens, and they may also better identify the
programs necessary to address the risk these pathogens create.

(Continued on Page 2)
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“For these reasons, it is in the best interest of Los Angeles County for
the County and Flood Control District to join the NRDC as plaintiffs in the
lawsuit. The relief that could be obtained from a successful resolution of
this case would significantly benefit County residents and beachgoers.”

Richard Robinson addressed the Board.

After discussion, on motion of Supervisor Yaroslavsky, seconded by Supervisor
Antonovich, unanimously carried (Supervisor Knabe being absent), County Counsel
was instructed to seek court approval for the County and the County Flood Control
District to intervene as plaintiffs in the National Resources Defense Council v. Johnson
lawsuit against the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to obtain a
court order requiring the EPA to complete the studies on the human health effects of
pathogens in coastal recreational waters and to develop new water quality criteria.
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